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In Hesse/ again, the constitution, originally made in
1820, though seriously modified, is still  in  Hesse
force, the amendments requiring a two thirds ^JJ1. pop5
vote of hoth chambers.                                    'J^8S3'>   "

At the head of the government is the Grand Duke,
who rules by means of a cabinet composed of a Minis-
ter of State and two other chiefs of departments.

The first chamber of the Standeversammlung, or
legislature, is similar to that of Baden,2 while the sec-
ond is chosen by electors, in their turn chosen by
men who pay an income tax. There are in all fifty
members, of whom ten are allotted to the cities, and
the rest to the forty country districts, the urban and
rural districts being carefully separated according to
the German custom, in order to prevent the city voters
from being swamped by the peasants. The members
are elected for six years, one half being renewed
every three years. The legislature has the same
powers as in Baden; but, in order to avoid deadlocks
between the chambers, there is a curious provision,
resembling that which regulates the voting of the
budget in Wurtemberg and Baden* In case one of
the chambers rejects a bill, the government may
submit it at the next session; and if one chamber

by a liberal one in consequence of a rote of the chamber; but the
change would probably not have taken place against the personal opinions
of the Grand Duke. Miiller has given a sketch of the history of Baden,
in his articles in Unsere Zeit, in 1872,1883, and 1891.

1  See Gareis, Hesse, in Marquardsen.

2  It is interesting to note that among tbe families possessing hereditary
seats i# still found that of Baron Biedesel, who commanded the Hessians
in the American Revolution.